Dear Pioneer Families:

Spring is here – showing its early signs! The end of the third marking period is Friday, April 4. We are moving rapidly toward the end of the school year. Following are a few suggestions to pass along to your students as they they enter these critical weeks:
· Significant opportunities remain to make up work, and prepare for tests and quizzes. Check with teachers and be sure that assignments are completed and turned in by Friday.
· Project assignments, whether term papers, portfolios, or other less-traditional assessments can play a critical roll in student success, especially near the end of a marking period. Take special care to research, prepare for, and complete project assignments in a timely manner. Be sure your project follows the directions and is on topic for the class and topics.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Many of the highest performing students take advantage of group study opportunities. Research shows that students who work together in preparation for tests, quizzes, and exams, perform better than those who work alone, on average.  There are a number of reasons for this. It’s easier to procrastinate when working alone; working together forces students to commit to a particular set of study times. In addition, while one student's notes may be missing some items; a collection of students' notes is more likely to be complete.
· For the best results at marking time, finish every assignment––even those you have no hope to receive points for. A student may or may not receive credit for late assignments. A stack of assignments, even late assignments, speaks to effort. In addition, doing old assignments can help with test preparation at the end of the marking period, and exam preparation at the end of the semester.
· Encourage your student to keep working hard and track his/her grades as you view them in PowerSchool.

Course selection for 2014-15 has been completed as of last week. If you have questions about the courses your student has selected, please contact your counselor.

Pioneer High School is one of 20 schools in Ann Arbor considered a Focus School as determined by the State of Michigan based on our results on the Michigan Components of last year’s MME scores. One of the strategies the Pioneer staff has implemented over the 2013-14 school year is writing across the curriculum. We often think of writing as “belonging” to the English department. Yet writing is an activity that engages many skills, including thinking about the content, communicating knowledge and thinking about the content, organization, and writing conventions. All curriculum areas have developed writing goals, implemented teaching strategies and use writing as a method for teaching and learning. We anticipate that  this focus on writing will increase all of our students’ scores.

Administrative Professionals’ day is April 23! Please join us in appreciating the great job that our Office Professionals do every day. 

Have a great month – and welcome to spring!

Tamber Woodworth
Principal, Pioneer High School
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