Dear Pioneer Families:

Pioneer Staff and Administration would like to express our appreciation to the PTO for its great generosity! Whenever there is a need, the PTO has provided assistance, whether it be volunteers or financial assistance. Following are just some of the most important resources that the PTO provides: student planners, science equipment, funds for guest speakers, DECA registrations, Honor Level prizes, bus tokens, teacher appreciation activities, art and ceramic supplies, supplies for the beautification of Pioneer’s grounds, books for our new course – Environmental Science AP, new chairs for the library computer lab, supplies and food for the nurse’s office, and furniture for the new staff lounge. Thank you for all of your donations – you make our lives so much better! 

We are extending a special thank you to Gerry Humes who has taken on the task of the PTO Newsletter for the last few years! It is not an easy task to compile all of our news every month. He is passing the newsletter on to Karen Watts. Thank you for volunteering Karen.

We are now in the fourth quarter of the school year, and moving rapidly toward wrapping up the year. It is important that students continue to maintain their focus and effort to succeed in all of their classes.  Following are a few reminders as we move into the end of the school year:
· Check in with teachers regularly to be sure that assignments are completed and turned in.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Take advantage of After School Study Club. We have changed the format. Teachers who are experts in the respective curricular areas are assisting students after school in their classrooms. Students should listen for announcements concerning where after school assistance is being provided. The After School Study Club schedule is attached to this PTO Newsletter.
· Students and parents should track their grades through PowerSchool. If you are unsure about your access, please contact your class office.
· Continue working hard!!
Thank you for your support.

As warm weather arrives we would like to remind parents and students about our dress code. Students must dress in a manner that does not distract from the learning environment. We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.  Just a few reminders:   
· No hats or other head coverings (except religious observation);
· Skirts and shorts must fall at or below the fingertips when hands are at the student’s side;
· Tops must cover the upper body appropriately;
· If students wear tights, leggings or pants that are too revealing, they must wear a top that falls at or below the fingertips when hands are at the student’s side;
· Students may not sag their pants.
School personnel reserve the right to evaluate the appropriateness of student dress.  If a student is deemed not appropriately dressed we will:
1) ask him/her to change;
2) ask the student to call parents to bring appropriate clothing; and/or
3) ask student to phone parent and go home to change.

Please assist your student in resolving obligations, such as books that have not been returned – look in closets and under beds. It is important to return books: next year’s students are counting on them!

Below are a few announcements for seniors and their parents. More detailed information about each event was included in a packet sent via email and U.S. mail, as well as in this PTO letter. Please be sure to review the information.

Prom is this Saturday, May 3, 9:00 – midnight. The Great Gatsby is the theme this year. Tickets went on sale April, 25 and will continue through May 2, during lunch in A Hall. 

Graduation is on June 5, 2014 at 6:00 pm at the Eastern Michigan University Convocation Center.

The Senior All-Night Party will be held after graduation. This fun, all night party is intended to keep our
students safe after graduation. Please encourage your graduate to attend.

Senior exams and culminating activities will take place in their last week of school, May 19 – 23. Please see attached calendar for exam dates. Friday, May 23 will be the final day for make-up exams.

We are hopeful that our senior students have made plans for their continuing education or entrance into the workforce. If your student is still undecided and you would like assistance with your child’s options, please call our counselors or visit our Career Center. They have many resources.

We hold high behavior expectations for our seniors, particularly in the last few weeks of the school year.
We will remind them often that major infractions, including pranks, may cost them their participation in graduation celebration activities, including participation in graduation. Please help us remind our seniors to be on their best behavior. We want to celebrate with all of our 2014 graduates!

Sincerely,

Tamber Woodworth
Principal, Pioneer High School
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