Dear Pioneer Families;

I am honored to return to Pioneer as the Principal for the remainder the school year. I was class principal and then principal at Pioneer from 2008 – 2011. I’ve had a 30 year career in the Ann Arbor Public Schools, including all three levels of administration and teaching positions in the middle school. The previous Principal, Ms. Cindy Leaman, accepted the position of AAPS Virtual Academy Principal at the beginning of January. I am very pleased to be back in the Pioneer community.

First a little good news…. Congratulations to Pioneer Symphony Band for their outstanding performance at the Michigan Music conference in Grand Rapids. Professor John E. Williamson of Central Michigan stated in a letter, “Your performance of extremely challenging wind band literature was delivered in a professional manner and with total conviction.” Congratulations Pioneer Symphony Band! 

Many talented Pioneer students performed in one or more of the Future Stars shows over the last two weeks. We congratulate all of the performers and crew members, including those working on sets, paint, sound, lights and the band, on an excellent set of shows!

Pioneer High School is one of 20 schools in Ann Arbor considered a Focus School as determined by the State of Michigan based on our results on the Michigan Components part of the last year’s MME scores. Part of the formula for the determination that a school is a Focus School is that the results show a large gap between the average scores of the top 30 percent of students and the average scores of the bottom 30 percent of students. As a staff, we have reviewed the list of students in the bottom 30 percent, as defined by the MME results. We have discovered some students who are high achieving according to their grades and the ACT, yet they are on this list because their scores were low on the Michigan Components of the MME. This leads us to believe that some students may not take the Michigan Components part of the test very seriously. Of course, most students do their best on the ACT, as this score is important to college acceptance but will not help our “focus school” rating.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please encourage your students to do their very best on all parts of the MME. The state’s rating of Pioneer High School reflects on our school and community. Ann Arbor high schools are held in high esteem by colleges and universities. We all need to work together to maintain our premier reputations. We appreciate your support and your student’s hard work toward this goal.

On the other hand… In the Top to Bottom ranking on the MDE website, Pioneer is ranked in the 94th percentile, which means that Pioneer is ranked higher than 94 percent of the schools in Michigan.  The Top to Bottom Ranking "is based on student achievement, student growth over time, school improvement over time, and achievement gaps across all five tested subjects (mathematics, reading, science, social studies, and writing), as well as, graduation rate".  

The Bridge, an online non-profit magazine, has rated Ann Arbor Public Schools one of the Top Ten Academic State Champs “for raising student achievement above expected scores for the student body’s income level, according to a formula developed by Bridge Magazine and the Lansing research firm of Public Sector Consultants.” Ann Arbor was also rated as one of the Top Ten Affluent School Districts. 
Go to http://bridgemi.com/category/talent-education/ to read more!

And, on a final note, it is important for students to get to school on time. Teachers begin instruction on time, regularly. If your student is late, s/he will miss valuable instruction.
Many students are arriving late to school in the morning and we understand that, at times arriving late is unavoidable. When that happens, please call your child’s class office to excuse the tardy. We encourage you to help your student adjust his/her schedule to account for weather and traffic. Thank you for your assistance.

Here’s to looking forward to a great second semester!

Tamber Woodworth
Principal, Pioneer High School
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