Dear Pioneer Families:

March is just around the corner, and I’m sure that Spring must be close behind! The end of the interim marking period is Friday, March 7. Please encourage your student to keep working hard and track his/her grades as you view them in PowerSchool.

On Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, March 4, 5, and 6, eleventh grade students will take the Michigan Merit Exam (MME), the state required assessment. On Tuesday, March 5, sophomores will take the ACT Plan. The bell schedule and transportation information for these days are described here: 
	
Tuesday, March 4th: 
NO SCHOOL for grades 9, 10 and 12.  Eleventh grade students take ACT + Writing from 7:40 a.m. to 12:41 p.m.  They are released immediately following testing to be picked-up or catch the bus.  Morning bus service is unchanged. Afternoon buses will depart after testing at approximately 12:50 p.m.  

Wednesday, March 5th:
Eleventh grade students take MME Work Keys and Tenth graders take ACT Plan from 7:40 a.m. to 11:10 a.m. They break for lunch after testing until 11:58 a.m., after which a shortened day schedule for ALL students will begin.  Ninth and Twelfth graders may begin the school day after lunch for the start of 1st hour at 12:05 p.m.  If you can arrange for your student to arrive at this later start time, it would be greatly appreciated.  Morning and afternoon bus service is unchanged.  There will be activities planned for those 9th and 12th grade students who need to take the bus or be dropped off at the normal time.  The day will end at 2:28 p.m. for students who do not have a 7th hour.  The day will end at 3:18 p.m. for students who have a 7th hour. 

Thursday, March 6th:  
Eleventh grade students take MME: Michigan Components - Mathematics, Science & Social Studies from 7:40 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.  They break for lunch after testing until 11:19 a.m., after which a shortened day schedule for ALL students will begin.  Ninth, Tenth and Twelfth graders may begin the school day after lunch for the start of 4th hour at 11:27 p.m.  If you can arrange for your student to arrive at this later start time, it would be greatly appreciated.  Morning and afternoon bus service is unchanged.  There will be activities planned for those 9th, 10th and 12th grade students who need to take the bus or be dropped off at the normal time.  The day will end at 2:28 p.m. for students who do not have a 7th hour.  The day will end at 3:04 p.m. for students who have a 7th hour. 

Parents of 10th and 11th graders, please read the attached letter for complete information concerning these assessments.

Pioneer High School is one of 20 schools in Ann Arbor considered a Focus School as determined by the State of Michigan based on our results on the Michigan Components last year’s MME scores. This is based on the calculation that we experience a large gap between the average scores of the top 30 percent of our students and the average scores of the bottom 30 percent. As a staff, we have reviewed the list of students in the bottom 30 percent, as defined by the MME results. We have discovered some students who are high achieving according to their grades and the ACT, yet they are on this list because their scores were low on the Michigan Components of the MME. This leads us to believe that some students may not take the Michigan Components part of the test very seriously. Of course, most students do their best on the ACT, as this score is important to college acceptance but this alone will not help us to rise above “focus school” status.

Please encourage your students to do their very best on all parts of the MME. The state’s rating of Pioneer High School reflects on our school and community. Ann Arbor high schools are held in high esteem by colleges and universities. We all need to work together to maintain our premier reputations. We appreciate your support and your student’s hard work toward this goal.

Course selection is happening in the month of March. Counselors will present course options to students and provide direction for submitting course selections. Please review course selection sheets with your student. March 26 is the final due date.

Parent/Teacher Conferences are also coming up soon on Thursday, March 13th from 4:00-7:00 PM.  The sign-up process for conference appointments will take place inside the A Hall entrance on Tuesday, March 11th from 7:30 AM - 9:30 AM and from 2:30 PM - 6:30 PM, as well as on Wednesday, March 12th from 7:30 AM - 9:30 AM and from 2:30 PM - 6:30 PM. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Have a great month!

Tamber Woodworth
Principal, Pioneer High School
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