INTERVENTIONS
Pioneer High School Student Interventions 
Student Achievement Team–– The Student Achievement Team is a group at Pioneer High School that meets at least weekly to share student academic, behavioral, attendance, substance abuse, and/or emotional concerns. The team generates ideas to help students be more successful at school. Typically, each meeting includes parents/guardians and teachers, a school psychologist, a school social worker, a representative from the Special Education Department if appropriate, counselors, and a principal. Intervention plans are designed to include classroom and school accommodations as well as student and parent responsibilities. The team may recommend a referral for Special Education or Section 504 assessments as well as other referrals to appropriate resources within the school or elsewhere in the community. Parents or staff members may request an Achievement Team problem-solving session for a student through the student’s counselor.

“Section 504” Plans––Section 504 of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) permits students to receive accommodations in the completion of their school work. A student 504 plan must begin anew when a student comes to a new school. Parents/guardians of students who are new to Pioneer

must initiate a new Achievement Team process by contacting the student’s counselor.

Special Education Services –– Students with current special education certification who are new to Pioneer should contact the student’s counselor for further direction. An Individualized Education Plan carries over from one school to the next––for at least thirty days––but the school and the Special Education Department must be made aware of the plan.

Counselors –– Counselors are available throughout the school year to work with students on problems both at school and, when appropriate, outside of school. Our school counselors are dedicated to assisting students and helping all of the students here at school. This is their responsibility, and students need to feel comfortable seeking help from their counselors.

Truancy Office –– Attendance at school is mandatory, and parents may be held legally accountable for their students’ attendance problems. The Ann Arbor Public Schools employs a truant officer to assist students and their families with significant attendance concerns. Regular, focused attendance at school has been shown over and over by researchers to be closely connected to student success. At Pioneer High School we work with students, parents, community advocates, and various government and private agencies to help students do the right thing: come to school, and be successful.

Alternative Placement –– No school is perfect for every single individual. This could be the case for your student. The last thing we want is for students to suffer quietly and anonymously. Sometimes school officials come to believe that Pioneer High School is not working for one or more individuals, and we work with students and their families to effect a change that results in a better educational opportunity. Often, it is the families or individual students themselves who come up with alternative ideas that may lead to more promising educational and social results.

Dual Enrollment and Split Enrollment –– Referred to elsewhere in this pamphlet, students may have the option of taking some classes here at Pioneer and others at one of the other schools or even a local college or university. Please contact your counselor for more information about alternative enrollment possibilities. There are also Community Resource (CR) classes and distance learning alternatives.

Administrative Action––Often it is necessary for students to be removed from school temporarily for health, safety, disciplinary, or other reasons. Having a student go home does not mean that he or she has done anything wrong, but it still may be in a student’s best interest to do so at the time. Sending a student home is a last resort, and the administration will work closely with students and their families to avoid this eventuality.
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