Of Mice and Men Final Essay (100 points)

For your final essay, please choose one of the following options:

	In the novella Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck creates a story that addresses the theme of chasing a dream.    In a thoughtful and well-organized essay, answer the following:

Why are dreams important in this story?  How does Steinbeck’s use of literary techniques help us understand the importance of this theme?  Your essay should answer the first question with a strong thesis statement and provide clear examples from the text.  Your essay should also address the second question - the ways that Steinbeck’s techniques help us see and understand the importance of dreams.  



	Please read the following three quotes about loneliness:

Loneliness and the feeling of being unwanted is the most terrible poverty.  -- Mother Theresa

What should young people do with their lives today? Many things, obviously. But the most daring thing is to create stable communities in which the terrible disease of loneliness can be cured.  -- Kurt Vonnegut

In utter loneliness a writer tries to explain the inexplicable. -- John Steinbeck

In a well-organized essay, please discuss the ways that loneliness affects the characters and the outcome of the story Of Mice and Men.  Please also address the ways that Steinbeck’s use of language and technique support your thesis.

Your essay should discuss at least one of the above quotations.  


	In Of Mice and Men, the portrayal of women in 1930s America is notable.  In a well- organized essay, please identify and discuss the way that Steinbeck portrays women.  Your essay should also address the ways that Steinbeck’s use of language and technique support your thesis.


Due Dates:

Topic Choice: 
______________________________

____ /   5 pts

Thesis and Outline (Handout): ___________________

____ / 15 pts

Rough Draft (350 words): ________________________

____ / 25 pts

Final Draft (500 words): _________________________

____ / 100 pts

Essay Expectations and Grading:

Your essay will be evaluated based upon the strength of your thesis and discussion, the examples you select and integrate into the discussion, and the clarity of your writing.  The essay should include an introduction and conclusion, 3 well-developed body paragraphs (5-7 sentences minimum) and direct references and in-text quotations.  You should not summarize plot; the essay should address and analyze themes, literary techniques, and specific examples.  
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Secure essays take a clear position, support that position with relevant reasons and specific examples.  Secure essays include quotations and explanation.  Secure essays have a clear structure and the position statement, reasons, and evidence flow smoothly.  Secure essays include paragraph breaks and transitional words between sections. Secure essays identify and analyze literary techniques.
Developing essays take a position but may waver from that position.  Developing essays provide reasons and examples, but some may not be relevant or explained thoroughly.  Developing essays use quotations, but may not explain the quote.  Developing essays include some structure and some transitional words, but may not consistently flow from one idea to another. Secure essays identify literary techniques but may not analyze them fully or accurately.
Beginning essays may take a position but the position may not be supportable.  They may include a reason or an example, but there is not a clear connection between the reasons, the examples, and the position.  Beginning essays may use quotations, but not correctly.  Beginning essays do not have a clear structure and use transitional words minimally or not at all.  Beginning essays may identify literary techniques but do not analyze them.
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Congratulations, NOW YOU ARE READY TO DRAFT!
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Killing out of Kindness

It is almost unimaginable for a friend to kill another out of love.  Most people cannot imagine this paradox- hurting and killing someone you love.  However, John Steinbeck tells a story that reveals this truth:  that indeed there is a time when the illogical becomes logical.  In Of Mice and Men, George must shoot Lennie because Lennie is dangerous, cannot control his physical actions, and mostly because George loves him.


First, Lennie is dangerous.  In the book, Lennie touches Curley’s wife’s hair and ultimately breaks her neck.  On page 91, Lennie “grabs her neck and holds tight until she can’t breathe.”  Lennie is dangerous, even if he does not know it.  The text describes his giant hands next to her delicate neck, juxtaposing his strength and her weakness.  He is a man who, once his grip is firm, has a difficult time letting go.  He is dangerous whether he realizes it or not. 


Lennie is dangerous because he is strong, but what makes him even more dangerous is the fact that he cannot control his actions.   When he is playing with the mouse, he accidentally kills the mouse.   As George and Lennie are walking to the ranch, it says “I didn’t mean ta hurt it, George” (13).  The mouse incident reveals that Lennie indeed is stronger than he realizes.  The metaphorical image of Lennie’s “paw” and a tiny, dead mouse in it suggests that Lennie is more like a wild animal than a man.  When Lennie gets into trouble, his lack of control forces George to make a very difficult choice.

Despite Lennie’s shortcomings and dangerous and uncontrollable nature, George loves Lennie.   George knows Lennie will be chased and killed by Curley and the other men.  He realizes that he must kill Lennie to protect him.   Slim says, “You hadda do it, George” (130).  Slim says what George knew the moment he sees Curley’s wife’s dead body.  Steinbeck foreshadows killing for love earlier in the book when Candy tells Lennie that he should’ve shot the dog himself.    Just as Candy loved his dog, George loves Lennie and decides that he should shoot him rather than let someone else do it.


When people we love have faults, we try to overlook them.  George understands that Lennie is dangerous and can’t control his actions, but he also deeply loves him.  In the end, George decides that he loves Lennie so much that he must shoot him so he cannot hurt anyone else, but even more so that no one can hurt him.  The world is full of people who are only partly understood. George knows everything there is to know about Lennie; because he sees both the bad and the good, he must act in a way that protects Lennie.  He is caught in a classic Catch 22.  If he shoots Lennie, he will hurt his best friend, the person he is trying most to protect.  If he does not, he lets others hurt, perhaps even torture, his friend.  He must shoot Lennie just as we all must sometimes act in ways that do not always immediately make sense.  516 Words 
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Expected Length:  1 ½- 2 pages typed and double-spaced, 12 pt font (500-600 words)


