Course Description for Academic Support

Mr. O’Day 5th hour

2014/2015
C222

Email: oday@aaps.k12.mi.us
Phone: 994-2175 ext. 38142

What is this class?  This class is called Academic Support.  You may have had a class like this in middle school and for you 10th graders; it is pretty much the same as you had last year.  I like to call Academic Support a study hall on steroids.  You will do more than just homework, especially for the 2014-2015 school year.  However, this time in your school day is set-aside for you to keep from getting behind.  Having this 1st hour allows you to reflect on your day, keep up on assignments, and plan for the rest of the day and the next day.  Note: This is NOT a free time hour. 

What else will you learn?  Not only will you have the opportunity to stay caught up, but also you will also have the opportunity to learn new skills, that relate to high school and life in general.  These skills include but are not limited to: 

· Getting and staying organized

· Test-taking skills

· Career exploration

· Self-Advocacy

· Learn about what accommodations are and how they can help you

· Learn about the IEP and the IEP process

· What your learning style is

How do I pass study lab?

· YES, you get a grade for this class. It is simple, come to class with work and you will more than likely be fine.  A change for this school year is that instead of a letter grade, you will earn either a pass or fail grade but is still an elective credit.

· In order to earn a passing grade, you must earn at least 70%.  

· If you do not come to class with something to do, there will be study skills assignments to do on E2020.  More on that later.

· This is how it breaks down….10 points possible every day.  Two points for attendance (if it excused, it will not count against you), one point for being on time.  WORD: if you are not in your seat when the bell rings, you will be tardy! (A blue slip will be issued after three tardies). 

· Do not come in the room unless you plan on staying inside.  Just about everyday you will make a journal entry, or some other type of writing, which is worth 3 points.  I will either give you what I want you to write about, or if I do not, you will be asked to say how things are going etc. Some days you will get a freebee. No journal, but you get the three free points!

· The last 5 points will be whether or not you brought something to class and exhibited on-task behaviors. This needs to be written in your work log when work logs are assigned.  

· Once a week you need to print a copy of your Power School grades for 10 points a week, or show me on the computer.

Class Rules.  All normal PHS rules will be in effect, this includes no phones or iPods, personal game devices of any kind, touch, iPad, or your own personal computer. However, We will talk about this as a possibility if I see and can verify that you have a grade of C or higher and have had no blue slips or referrals.  This is non-negotiable. If you follow three basic what I call the three R’s, you will be fine.  The three R’s are BE RESPECTFUL, BE RESPONSIBLE, and BE REASONABLE.  One last thing, for bathroom breaks, I do not give passes for 10 minutes after class starts and 10 minutes before the end of class.  Obviously there are exceptions and one person at a time.  

A word about computers.  Do not use a computer without permission from a staff member PERIOD!  You are not to download anything, or listen to music off of the Internet that contains video.  If you do, you will be asked to stop.  If you refuse, a blue slip will be issued and lose computer privileges.  This will lead to a referral if you do not comply.  Also, NEVER mess with the computer wires.  This will get you a referral on the spot, no arguments.  Don’t be that person.  

My motto is work first, play later.  You get some work done, I WILL let you mess with a computer.  Academic Support is for you to use to YOUR academic advantage, don’t abuse it or I will find another class for you, or you will not earn credit.

I understand all the above statements. ________________________________.    

                                                              (print and sign your name).  

                                                             _________________________________.

                                                              (parent or guardian)    

